November 2016

Important
Dates:

November 1:
All Saint’s Day

November 2:
Apparel Sale Pick up
6:30-7:30pm

H o l y R o s a r y R ev i e w
3040 Walton Road
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
http://holyrosaryregional.com

Office: 610-825-0160
Fax: 610-825-0460
School Closing # 1385

From the Principal’s Desk
November 1, 2016
Hello Parents and Guardians,
In a homily shared last week, the priest shared the following story. There was

November 8:
Election Day! Go
Vote!

as second grade student…
Billy was in class and suddenly realized his pants were wet and there was dripping down his leg.
Mortified when he realized he had wet his pants, something he had never done before, he laid his
head down on the desk and prayed to God…”Help me, God, because my life as I know it is over.

November 21:
8th Grade Poinsettia
Sale Orders Due/
Claire’s Gourmet
Fundraiser Pickup

All my friends are going to laugh at me and all the girls in the class will never want to have anything to do with me every again.” As he is contemplating what to do next, Sally, his classmate,
starts down the aisle holding the fishbowl and trips right next to him, spilling the contents all over
Billy’s lap.
The class reacts with screaming, mostly directed to Sally for her clumsiness and reach out in Billy’s

November 22:
Prayer Service
10:30am/ 8th Grade
Retreat Tentative
Date

defense. The teacher sends Billy to the office with another child in search of a pair of gym shorts
to change into. Back in the classroom, students continue to chastise Sally for her stupidity. Later in
the day, Billy went up to Sally and said, “You did that on purpose, didn’t you?” to which she commented, “I wet my pants once too.”
The empathy shown by Sally to her classmate is one of the primary elements of “Equipping Saints for Life”,
which is the forefront of Catholic education. It is important to visit this idea as we prepare to celebrate All

November 23, 24,
25: No School

Saints Day. In our recent readings at mass, there has been a lot of attention paid to the Pharisees’ behavior.

Happy Thanksgiving!

looking for in us is not a comparison of our behavior, sacrifice, and interactions with our fellow man

Their efforts to bring attention to themselves is not lost on Jesus, but we are reminded that what God is
(including virtual interactions), but a comparison of our actions to His expectations of us as defined by the
Ten Commandments and Beatitudes. While we fluff our feathers with pride in our donations to the poor,

November 28:
Classes Resume

our attendance in mass, and how great our children do in school, might God be looking more at our interactions with the less fortunate, how we treat each other when we are leaving the parking lots at church and
school, and how we nurture the sense of empathy and compassion in our children and ourselves?
Today as we honor the Saints who went before us, let us take some time to think about how we can join
their ranks and guide our children in that path as well. You have all made a very important step in that direction by choosing Catholic education, a choice we are most appreciative of. Please help us in equipping
your children to be Saints by modelling the attributes of Saint Theresa, “Stay where you are, find your own
Calcutta, find the sick, the suffering, and the lonely right where you are”…you won’t have to look far.
Peace,
Lisa S. Hoban
One Faith, One Family, One School
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Did You Know...
Mrs. Koneski/Mrs. Pickering– Kindergarten:

Kindergarten has been very busy
during the month of October. They took their first field trip, accompanied by the first grade, to Solly
Brothers Farm. They learned about fruits and vegetables, apples and apple cider, the importance of bees,
and they got to pick their own pumpkins. They even had an awesome hayride. It was a beautiful day and
a great time was had by all. They had fun at their Halloween party hosted by the wonderful parents of KA
and KB. They ended their month with our school Halloween Parade. They loved parading around the
school in their Halloween costumes. They were so excited!

Mrs. Gilman—1st Grade:

We finished up October with a tour, lead by Fr. Quindlen, of

Epiphany's altar and Baptismal areas. We were studying about both in Religion class, so it was very special
to see each up close. We also enjoyed a schoolwide Halloween parade in our costumes and a class Halloween party, where we played Sight Word "Eyeball" Bingo.
On Nov. 4th, we will celebrate All Saint's Day with our Saints Presentation. We will dress as our saint
and each of us will share three important facts. Fr. Quindlen, Mrs. Hoban, Mrs. Gilman and our families
are very proud of us!
In Social Studies, we have been studying the election process. On Oct. 11th we registered to vote in our
Class Cookie election. Then, online, we listened to speeches, actually spoken by the two cookies. After
tasting both, we campaigned with posters and buttons for our preferred cookie. On Nov. 8th, we will fill
out our ballot and place it in the festively decorated voting box in the curtained voting booth-very realistic! Who will win-Chocolate Chip or Milano? We will let you know next month.

Mrs. Luthy—Religion: Students in 6th, 7th and 8th grades are completing service hours during the
year. Several students have given up their free periods during lunch to assist with various service programs including: Clipping the box tops here at school to assist with the Box Tops for Education Program,
and cutting numbers for a Penny Auction sponsored by the Plymouth Fire Company.
Officer Mike Capperella of the Plymouth Township Police Department recently stopped in our middle
school classrooms, to speak to the students about Internet Safety. The students were attentive and
some took immediate action to assure their own safety.
Confirmation preparation is underway for our 6th and 7th graders, while our 8th graders begin preparations for graduation in June! The Confirmation candidates have selected their Confirmation names and
are learning about the virtues of the saints whom they have chosen to honor in their faith journey. Our
eighth grade poinsettia fundraiser has just begin! Please consider purchasing your holiday flowers from
our students.

Mrs. Higgins Honors Math: The 8th Grade is collecting large cardboard to begin building their vessels
for the 8th Grade Boat Race which takes place at the end of the school year.
Please save your cardboard and drop it off at the school! Thank you!

Mr. Graham—Technology: In the computer lab the 4th and 5th grade are creating and illustrating
Halloween stories in Power Point. The 4th grade is creating silent Halloween animations in Scratch programming language, and the 7th and 8th Grade are programming Halloween animations with voice and at
times sound effects to go with them in Scratch.
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Letter from The Governing Board of Pastors
Monsignor Sangermano—Pastor of Holy Saviour Parish

PURGATORY: GOD'S GREAT GIFT OF MERCY
By Monsignor Sangermano, Holy Saviour
The month of November, at the beginning of which we commemorate All the Faithful
Departed, on what we commonly call All Souls Day, is the time the Church asks us in a
special way to dwell upon the reality of the state of purification after death, which is
commonly called Purgatory.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches the following concerning this state: “All
who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured
of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the
holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church gives the name Purgatory to
this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the
damned. The Church formulated her doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the
Councils of Florence and Trent. The tradition of the Church, by reference to certain
texts of Scripture, speaks of a cleansing fire. This teaching is also based on the practice
of prayer for the dead, already mentioned in Sacred Scripture: 'Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin.' From
the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers in
suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. (CCC, 1030)”
The reality of Purgatory also makes a great deal of sense! We know that God's
mercy permits what is called “final penitence,”
or “final conversion.” We learned as children that, even to a person's last breath, God
permits even an internal act of sorrow for sin, to save even a great sinner from eternal
damnation. However, our sense of justice also demands that there still be some purification of the remnants of sin. The idea of the saintly person, dying after living a life of
great holiness, and the great sinner, saved at the last moment by God's mercy, seems to
demand some means of equity. This is “common sense,” which is also a participation in
God's sense of knowledge and justice. Hence, the state of purification after death,
known as Purgatory. This is not a mere “devotion” or pious thought: it is part of the
Church's revealed truth.
Unfortunately, in our own day, when it seems that everyone is “emotionally canonized” at death, the dead are often deprived of the prayers they need. The bond that
exists among the Church on earth, working towards salvation, the Church in Heaven
having reached that salvation and now assisting us, and the Church Suffering, those in
Purgatory who need our prayers, is a beautiful one. It shows how we are all connected
to one another in Christ. This means we can help each ther, not only on earth, but
even after death! Pray for your beloved who have died, pray for all the souls in Purgatory, especially those who have no one to pray for them. One day, your welcome into
Heaven will be even greater, because they will be there to greet you!

HASA News
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Claire’s Gourmet - All orders are due by Monday, October 31st.
Holy Rosary Apparel Pickup – Wednesday, November 2nd 6pm to 7:30pm
Holy Rosary Craft Show – Saturday, December 3rd and Sunday, December 4th

Claire's Gourmet Sale
Cookies, Cakes and Pies, Oh My! Don't forget orders for the Claire’s Gourmet Sale are due on Monday, October 31st!
Pick up will be November 21st, just in time for Thanksgiving and Christmas!
You can also place your order on line at www.clairesgourmet.com Simply click, Login, at the top of the page to setup your
participant’s account. Our organization number is 6814. Be sure to share the website and your 6 digit participant code with
friends and family to place orders!
Remember if you child sells at least one item; they earn a dress down pass. For every 5 items sold, you are entered in a drawing
for $150.00 tuition credit! Don’t forget, students that sell at least one item during the sale get a free dress down day! For every 5
items sold, your child gets entered into a drawing for a $150.00 tuition credit!

Apparel Pick up
If you ordered any items from the Apparel sale, the items are in and will be available for pickup in the Conference Room on
Wednesday, November 2nd from 6pm to 7:30pm.

Craft Show
Our largest fundraiser is just around corner! Earlier this week, you received an email where we were asking our Holy Rosary
families to reach out to any connection you may have - family, businesses, employers, or just someone with which you have a
good rapport. We are looking for direct sponsorships, calls to be made on our behalf, or strong, qualified contacts/leads to be
given to the HASA/Craft Show team to call/solicit.
Sponsorship ads are placed in a booklet which is given to everyone entering the Craft Show. Levels of Sponsorship start at a
$100.00 for a quarter page, $250.00 for half a page, $450.00 for a full page and $1000.00 which is the front cover.
For raffle item donations, each raffle item usually values well over $200.00 and have included a Laptop, Television, Flyers tickets
and Taylor Swift Concert tickets in the past.
We have attached the Donation and Sponsorship letters/forms that you can provide to your contact when making the request.
Please contact Karen Conte at hrcraftshow@gmail.com or Kim Taglieber at kimtaglieber@gmail.com with your
sponsorship/donation leads or with any questions.
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Box Tops for Education

Fall 2016 Box Top Winners
Total collected: 13,050 Box Tops
That’s $1,305 for Holy Rosary Regional
1st Place with 2,713 Box Tops:

Cole Nazionale, 1A

2nd place with 2,398 Box Tops:

Abbey Porter, 2B

Honorable mention with 1,840 Box Tops : Max and Maya Tagliebier
Please note that if your bundle of submissions included any expired Box Tops, they are excluded from your
count since we do not get credit for those. Thank you
Congratulations to the winners and thank you to everyone who took their time to submit BoxTops
to help benefit Holy Rosary Regional.
Thank you to all the following who submitted Box Tops!!
Isabella Sangrico, Kevin Mahady, Ava Vespe, Gabriella Manno, Michael Vernacchio, Heather Malarky, Jill Marcolina, Patrick Donovan, Kevin Mansfield, Zoey Wyrst, Elijah Colson, Sofia O’Donnell, Carmen Galleo, Zaara Abraham, Matthew Rupprecht, Abby Porter, James D., Samantha Klug, Aiden and Kate Sinnott, Shannon Paluba, Sarah Ayerheimer, Aidan Tome, Madison Whitehead, Julia Trunfio, Ally Frederick, Isaiah Greenridge, Colin Rippert, McGinn, Ella Peticca, Carly Ko, James Ficaro, Danica Borzillo, Vicki Lehatto, Damon Cagliola, Haven
Credle, Emily Feldman, Andrew Katronick, Robert Zappolo, Mark Whiting, Monica Cleary, Anika Kamahadevan,
Jillian Couchara, Kylie Carter, Dalton and Hudson Haley, Maggie McKay, Paige Lizut, Owen McNeil, Kaylin
Rhoades, Andrew Katronick, Chase Henrick , Gemma Salamone

There were also so many anonymous contributors, friends and family that all helped benefit Holy Rosary Regional. Thank you!!!
Continue clipping for the next contest in the spring! Any questions, please contact Luisa Kelly at
Aidank1@msn.com

Holy Rosary Craft Show
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Holy Rosary Craft Show

Holy Rosary Craft Show
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8th Grade Poinsettia Sale
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November Lunch Menu

2015/2016 Home & School Association Board Members
Executive Board

Committees

President – Beth Fish

Fundraising -

Vice President – Anthony Garcia
Treasurer - Lisa Salamone
Recording Secretary - Athena Lahatto
Corresponding Secretary - Nicole Coey

Kim Taglieber & Sharon Rupprecht
Beautification-Nicole Marino
Hospitality– Katie Leahy
Lead Homeroom Parent -Melissa Dollarton
Marketing – Amy Porter
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November Calendar
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Tuition Assistance Opportunities for Holy Rosary Families

There are several sources of tuition assistance available to Holy Rosary families. These opportunities are made
possible through the generous support of various businesses and foundations. A number of these opportunities

require interested families to go through an outside application process. Other opportunities become available
because of direct donations to Holy Rosary from generous parishioners of affiliated parishes.
The available opportunities and related application processes are outlined below. In cases in which Holy Rosary
decides who the recipients will be, Holy Rosary will only consider families that have completed the application
process for all funding sources for which they would qualify. Any cases of extraordinary or unforeseen
circumstances will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.
If you have individual questions on applying for financial assistance, contact Beth Hallinan in the school office,
bhallinan@holyrosaryregional.com , 610-825-0160.

EITC & OSTC FUNDS
Much of the available tuition assistance is made possible through Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)
and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) business donations to non-profit organizations interested in
promoting education. To be eligible for EITC or OSTC funding for the 2015-2016 school year the adjusted gross
income for a family with one dependent must be $90,000 or less. For each additional dependent, the adjusted gross
income threshold increases $15,000. Below is a listing of the organizations that provide EITC & OSTC funding to
Holy Rosary students and an explanation of how to apply for funding from each organization. Please note: all eligible
families do not necessarily receive funding. Awards are dependent on the amount of scholarship money available
each year.

Business Leadership Organized for Catholic Schools (BLOCS) is a non-profit organization dedicated to
helping families afford Catholic education. Holy Rosary students received almost $19,000 in BLOCS funding during
the 2015-2016 school year.
BLOCS applications for the 2016-2017 school year will be available in the fall at www.blocs.org.
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Tuition Assistance for Holy Rosary Families
The Bridge Foundation is an independent non-profit organization that provides scholarship opportunities to
Pennsylvania low-income families. Families must apply directly to the Bridge Foundation between May 1st and
June 30th each year. Applications are only accepted during this window. Applications are available online at
www.bridgeedu.org. Families who receive Bridge funding must complete a 40-hour community service
requirement.

The Henkels Foundation supports benevolent, religious, educational, charitable, scientific, and literary

undertakings throughout the United States.
If funds become available through the Foundation, Holy Rosary determines how to distribute the funding. Only
families that have completed the BLOCS application, and who meet the eligibility requirements for EITC funding,
will be considered for available Henkels funds.

Other Funding Sources
The Kremer Foundation provides Catholic elementary schools with tuition grants for children from financially
challenged families. The Foundation’s grants are given directly to the schools; school principals select which stu-

dents receive the tuition assistance. Holy Rosary received $10,000 from the Kremer Foundation for the 2014-2015
school year.
To qualify for assistance, a family’s adjusted gross income cannot exceed the federal food program’s maximum
family income for reduced priced meals. The 2016-2017 guidelines are not yet available. To qualify for the 20152016 school year, a family of four’s adjusted gross income had to be less than $43,568; the qualifying amount was
increased by $7,437 for each additional family member.
If Holy Rosary receives a grant from the Kremer Foundation for the 2016-2017 school year, Holy Rosary will notify
families of the application process in the spring. All applications will be submitted to Holy Rosary.

Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF) provides scholarships to qualifying families who live in Philadelphia to fund
tuition at a private school of the family’s choosing. PLEASE NOTE: Families must reside in Philadelphia to qualify;
students may attend a CSF-approved school outside the Philadelphia city limits. Income eligibility requirements will
be available on the CSF website www.csfphiladelpia.org when they become available.
Applications will be available on the website in mid-November and are due no later than March 1. Scholarships are
awarded by random lottery. Recipients are notified by mid-March.

